TECHNICAL  APPENDIX  : EXAMPLES  OF QUALITY STANDARDS AND CRITERIA FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND  


VISITOR  EXPERIENCE  INDICATORS  WITHIN  ROS  CLASSES





ENVIRONMENTAL  INDICATORS�
RECREATION OPPORTUNITY SPECTRUM CLASSES�
�
�
SEMI-REMOTE NON-MOTORISED�
SEMI-REMOTE MOTORISED�
ROADED NATURAL �
SEMI-DEVELOPED NATURAL�
�
WATER QUALITY





Parameters:  Nutrient levels (Ammonia, Oxidised Nitrogen, Dissolved Organic Nitrogen, faecal coliform (eg. E.coli) and turbidity.


�






Standards & Criteria:  Water quality should not be lower than the standards set by Australian Water Quality Guidelines (ANZECC, 1992) or greater than a 5% increase on existing levels for nutrients, faecal coliforms and turbidity (if below ANZECC standards).  Monitoring:  Baseline water quality data must be established using best practice sampling systems and measurement standards.  Given the remoteness and relatively low use of these areas, comparative samples may be required every 5 years at a minimum unless an abnormal event or other problem emerges in the meantime.  Note: Applies to all ROS Classes.


�
�
VEGETATION REMOVAL AND SOIL EROSION OR COMPACTION





Parameters: Existing Vegetation Communities of any type, but in particular Indigenous Species considered to be of National, State, Regional or Local Significance or otherwise protected under Commonwealth or State legislation.





Eroding or Compacted Soils 





General Note:  No future disturbance, damage or removal of vegetation communities should be permitted within High Priority Conservation Areas.  Areas identified for continued or future recreational use through access or the maintenance and development of facility/activity sites should be subject to National Park Environmental Effects Assessment procedures.�
Standards & Criteria:








Any removal of vegetation should be strictly controlled with not more than 20 square metres removed per 2 ha.  Any vegetation removal should be subject to EES procedures regarding Rare, Endangered or Threatened Flora or Fauna Species





No removal of vegetation or soil or exposure of soil other  than for limited walking tracks and designated bush camps.  Where these are established no measurable increase in impact beyond the area indicated above should be allowed.





Site Condition Class 1 on camp sites and Class 2 on tracks (Marion 1991) should not be exceeded �
Standards & Criteria:











Any removal of vegetation should be strictly controlled with not more than 200 square metres removed per 2 ha (ie. 1% of 2 ha areas).  Any vegetation removal should be subject to EES procedures regarding Rare, Endangered or Threatened Flora or Fauna Species 





No removal of vegetation or soil or exposure of soil other than for limited walking tracks and designated bush camps.  Where these are established no more than a 5% increase in areas currently cleared should be allowed, not exceeding the area indicated above 





Site Condition Class 2 on camp sites and Class2 on tracks (Marion, 1991) should not be exceeded �
Standards & Criteria:











Any removal of vegetation should be strictly controlled with not more than 500 square metres removed per 2 ha.  Any vegetation removal should be subject to EES procedures regarding Rare, Endangered or Threatened Flora or Fauna Species 





No removal of vegetation or soil or exposure of soil other than for limited walking tracks and designated bush camps.  Where these are clearing area indicated above. Established no more than a 10% increase in areas currently cleared should be allowed, not exceeding the maximum clearing area indicated above.





Site Condition Class 3 on camp sites and Class 4 on tracks (Marion, 1991) should not be exceeded.�
Standards & Criteria:











Any removal of vegetation should be strictly controlled with not more than 2000 square metres removed per 2 ha.  Any vegetation removal should be subject to EES procedures regarding Rare, Endangered or Threatened Flora or Fauna Species 





No removal of vegetation or soil or exposure of soil other than for limited walking tracks and designated bush camps.  Where these are established no more than a 15% increase in areas currently cleared should be allowed, not exceeding the maximum clearing area indicated above.





Site Condition Class 3 on camp sites and Class 4 on tracks (Marion, 1991) should not be exceeded. �
�
IMPACTS TO FAUNA HABITATS


Parameters: Currently accepted biological measurement parameters varying with the flora or fauna community or species involved.�
Standards & Criteria:  No future disturbance, damage or removal of Rare or Threatened Animals, either directly or indirectly through disturbance or removal of Vegetation Communities or Plant Species significant to the animals' habitat, should be permitted within identified conservation areas associated with the Rare or Threatened Animal Species or those protected under Flora and Fauna Guarantee legislation.  Areas identified for continued or future recreational use through access or the maintenance or development of facility/activity sites should be subject to Environmental Effects Statement procedures.�
�
VISUAL IMPACTS





Parameters:  The degree of visual dominance of the forms, lines, colours and textures of the alteration within those of the surrounding landscape, expressed as Dominant, Apparent and Evident Alterations as per the Visual Management System (Williamson and Calder, 1979).�
Standards & Criteria:  Only very low visual impact walking tracks and recreation use areas/facilities are appropriate.  These should be visually not apparent after the first year of alteration.  During the first year of alteration, it may be temporarily apparent, but never visually dominant in terms of the existing forms, lines, colours and textures of the surrounding natural landscape.  Rehabilitation of existing and future alterations should be a management priority.
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